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The 1967 Tornado Paths if Today

Ashley et al. (2014) Weather, Climate, and Society; Strader and Ashley (2015) Weatherwise; Ashley and Strader (2016) Bull. Amer. Meteor. Soc.

Housing Units Impacted by the 

21 April 1967 Violent Tornadoes

4,691 7,100 +2,409 151%



Oak Lawn Tornado Then and Now
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1967 Impacts:  Vulnerable Groups

• 58 killed

• 1000+ injured

• High school dismissal (Belvidere)

• Seth Plaine School destroyed (Lake Zurich)

• Heavy school damage (Oak Lawn)

• Buses tossed (Belvidere & Oak Lawn)

• Tri-State Tollway crossed

• Suburbia struck (Oak Lawn)

• Drive-in theater hit (Chicago Ridge)

• 25-40 cars thrown at traffic         
jammed intersection (Oak Lawn)

• Dan Ryan crossed with semi flipped
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Densely populated areas are every bit as susceptible 

to tornado strikes and recent years have shown this

Brooklyn, NY  (2007)

Atlanta, GA  (2008)

St. Louis, MO  (2011)

Raleigh, NC  (2011)

Tuscaloosa, AL  (2011)

Joplin, MO  (2011)

Springfield, MA  (2011)

Moore, OK  (1999 & 2013)

New Orleans, LA  (2017)
Moore, OK  (2013)

National Weather Service Chicago:  weather.gov/chicago/severeprepare

Tornadoes Do Happen in Cities & Suburbs

St. Louis, MO (2011)

New Orleans, LA (2017)

Joplin, MO (2011)









Plan, Practice, Monitor, Act!

Severe Weather Preparedness 

Framework

weather.gov/chicago/severeprepare





From ComEd Operation Power Play 2019



Challenges for Local Meteorologists 

When the Big One Occurs

• Northern Illinois and Chicago metro considered the most vulnerable to 
major losses from a major tornado/tornado outbreak

• Significant tornadoes have happened nearby, but the metro areas have 
largely been lucky

• How do we effectively message the strong likelihood of a major tornado 
outbreak?

– Analogous to major winter storm? 

– Will people change plans/work from home like they would for a 
snowstorm? 

• How do we address the road safety issue for thousands/millions of 
commuters?

– Do we need to come up with different safety 
guidelines/recommendations for our area?



Discuss!


