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Weather-Ready Nation 
 



• Applicable ahead of  all types of  weather 
 

• Quick way to determine if  and how weather is 

going to impact your day and operations 
 

• Supports effective discussion between us 

 

Weather Evaluation 



Questions We Want You  

to Be Able to Answer! 

 
1. What is the weather 

going to do?  Do I need 

to be concerned? 

Awareness 

Need More 

Information 

Monitoring 

Conditions 

2. Where do I find 

additional detailed 

information I need? 
 

3. I know what is 

expected, how do I 

monitor? 



Graphical 

Awareness 
What is the weather going to do?   

Do I need to be concerned? 

1. Hazardous Weather Outlook 

Text 

2. SPC Outlooks 

3. Weather Story 



Awareness:  Hazardous Weather Outlook 

Thunderstorms 
 

Severe Storms 
 

Snow & Ice 
 

High Winds 
 

Fire Weather Concerns 

Dangerous Cold 
 

Flooding 
 

Fog 
 

Dangerous Heat 
 

Lakeshore Flooding 

 



Awareness:  Hazardous Weather Outlook 

Time & Date 



Awareness:  Hazardous Weather Outlook 

“Meat and 

potatoes” 



Awareness:  Hazardous Weather Outlook 

Spotter  

statement 



Awareness:  Hazardous Weather Outlook 



Awareness:  Hazardous Weather Outlook 

• Forecast precision 

tends to increase 
 

• Hazards, locations, 

and timing 
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Awareness:  Hazardous Weather Outlook 

• Forecast precision 

tends to increase 
 

• Hazards, locations, 

and timing 
 

• Confidence 
 

• All year long 
 



Awareness:  Hazardous Weather Outlook 
Graphical    Enhanced Hazardous Weather Outlook 

http://weather.gov/chicago/ehwo 

http://www.weather.gov/lot/ehwo


Graphical 

Awareness 
What is the weather going to do?   

Do I need to be concerned? 

1. Hazardous Weather Outlook 

Text 

2. SPC Outlooks 

3. Weather Story 



SPC Outlooks Example:  June 22, 2015 



SPC Outlooks Example:  November 17, 2013 





SPC Outlooks:  Day 3 for September 18, 2015 



SPC Outlooks:  Day 2 for September 18, 2015 



SPC Outlooks:  Day 1 for September 18, 2015 











Questions We Want You  

to Be Able to Answer! 

 

Awareness 

Need More 

Information 

Monitoring 

Conditions 

2. Where do I find 

additional detailed 

information I need? 
 



Need More Information 
Where do I find additional detailed information I need? 

1. Your Forecast 3. AFD 

2. Hourly Forecast 4. Conference Calls / Slide Briefings 

5. NWSChat 



Need More Information:  Your Forecast 

NWS Chicago Web Page 



Need More Information:  Your Forecast 

NWS Chicago Web Page 







Need More Info: Hourly Forecast 





Temperature 

Dewpoint 

Wind Chill 

Wind Speed 

Wind Gust 

Relative Humidity 

Precip Potential 

Sky Cover 



Thunder 

Rain: Chance & 

Amount 

Snow: Chance & 

Amount 

Freezing Rain: 

Chance & Amount 

Sleet: Chance & 

Amount 

Thunder 

Rain: Chance & 

Amount 

Snow: Chance & 

Amount 

Freezing Rain: 

Chance & Amount 

Sleet: Chance & 

Amount 



Need More Information:  Hourly Forecast 



Specific & Hourly Forecasts:  Mobile 

• Specific forecast from the NWS 

web page is also mobile friendly 

 

• An experimental Widget page also 

is available:  

http://innovation.srh.noaa.gov/NWSwidget 

 

• Either of  these can be bookmarked 

on mobile devices & will appear 

similar to an “app” 



Need More Information:  Area Forecast Discussion 

• Technical discussion 
 

• Confidence in the 

forecast of  high 

impact elements 

often stated 
 

• Meteorological words 

are often a link you 

can click on for a 

definition, if  curious 
 

• Issuance times  
 



Need More Info:  Conference Calls & Slide Briefings 

• Call held when risk of  
significant impact 

 

• Invite sent to our partner 
e-mail list 

 

• Call sometimes include 
virtual presentation of  a 
few slides  

 

• Slides will be e-mailed to 
the partner list after 



Need More Info:  Conference Calls & Slide Briefings 



Need More Info:  NWSChat 



Questions We Want You  

to Be Able to Answer! 

 

Awareness 

Need More 

Information 

Monitoring 

Conditions 

3. I know what is 

expected, how do I 

monitor? 



Monitoring 
I know what is expected, how do I monitor? 

3.   Graphical NOWcasts 

4.   Watches 5.   Warnings 

2.  Radar 



Monitoring 

Graphical NOWcasts 

• Similar to the Weather 

Story, but for the next 

~1-3 hours 
 

• Increased spatial and 

temporal resolution 
 

• Are commonly issued 

between the watch   

and warning 
 





 

NWS Chicago 
Issued: 4/9/15 6:12 PM CDT 

Chicago 

Rockford 

Dixon 

Aurora 

Rensselaer 

Morris 

Ottawa 

Joliet 

Waukegan 

Pontiac 

Naperville 

Belvidere 

Mendota 

## ## 

Valparaiso 

 

• Large hail & strong 

winds 

 

• Tornado potential 

Stay informed on the 

weather and have a 

means to hear a 

warning if  one is 

issued 







Monitoring:  Watches 



Monitoring:  Warnings 

Time & Date 



Monitoring:  Warnings 

“Bottom Line” (What, 

Where, When) 



Monitoring:  Warnings 

“Meat and 

potatoes” 



Monitoring:  Warnings 

Very Quick 

Summary 



Monitoring: Update Statements 

Differences: 

- location 

- confirmed tornado 

- larger hail 



Monitoring: Update Statements 

Differences: 

- Location 

- Considerable damage  



Monitoring: Update Statements 

Differences: 

- Location 

- Speed 

- Considerable damage 

wording continued  



• Offered by all major cell phone providers 

• Comes to phone like a text but with unique sound 

• Alerts go to all phones within range of cell tower in alerted 

area 

• Check www.ctia.org/wea or your provider for more info.  

• Alerts for 

• Tornado 

• Flash flood 

• Amber  

 

WEAs saved lives during the  

November 17, 2013 tornado outbreak 
. 



COUNTY 1 

COUNTY 3 

COUNTY 2 

= warning polygon = will not get a WEA = will get a WEA 



Communications 

Contact us by your preferred means,  

BUT CALL US WITH 

• Tornado/funnel reports 

• Life-threatening/urgent 

• Significant damage 

• Injuries, fatalities 

• No response in NWSChat 

 

 


